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Introduction  
A Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) dated June 2014 was prepared for this 
project and distributed for public review in July 2014. The DEIR addressed certain 
proposed improvements anticipated to be undertaken at the Jennings Road Treatment 
Facility south of Modesto, at the main Sutter Treatment Facility in the southern portion 
of Modesto. Other proposed project elements analyzed in the document included 
wastewater collection system improvements as noted below. 
 
Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and implementing CEQA 
Guidelines, after completion of the Draft EIR, lead agencies are required to consult with 
and obtain comments from public agencies and organizations having jurisdiction by 
law over elements of the project and to provide the general public with an opportunity 
to comment on the Draft EIR. Lead agencies are also required to respond to substantive 
comments on environmental issues raised during the EIR review period.  
 
As the lead agency for this project, the City of Modesto held a public review period 
between July 24, 2014 and September 11, 2014.  
 
This Comments and Responses document augments the DEIR and, together with the 
DEIR, comprise the Final Master EIR (FMEIR) for this project. This document contains 
all public comments received during the 45-day public review period regarding the 
DEIR and responses to those comments. Included within the document is an annotated 
copy of each comment letter, identifying specific comments, followed by a response to 
that comment.  
 
This document also contains clarifications and minor corrections to information 
presented in the DEIR. In the course of preparing the responses to comments, the City 
generated new information as well as clarifications and modifications to the DEIR. The 
City has carefully reviewed the responses in this document, especially any new 
information or clarifications and modifications to the DEIR text, against the 
recirculation standards of CEQA Guidelines section 15088.5. None of the new 
information or clarifications/modifications in this document constitutes significant new 
information as defined in the Guidelines, such as new or substantially more severe 
significant impacts or different feasible alternatives or mitigations, therefore the City 
has determined that no recirculation of the DEIR is required. 
 
Project Description 
The anticipated subsequent projects within the scope of this MEIR include the 
following: 
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•  Collection system improvements. Upgrades and extensions to the 
wastewater collection system would include the River Trunk Realignment 
wastewater upgrade and the installation of a new 10-inch sewer main on 
Oakdale Road from the existing terminus of the Sonoma Trunk on Sylvan 
Road to Mable Avenue. 

 
• Lift station improvements. The proposed River Trunk Realignment may 

include construction of a pump station and junction structure. 
 
• Jennings Facility Improvements. The City anticipates repairing, 

rehabilitating or replacing existing fixed film reactors at the Jennings 
Facility. Other proposed actions would include relocating primary 
treatment equipment from the Sutter Facility to the Jennings Road 
Facility, including primary clarifiers, anaerobic digesters, sludge 
handing equipment, digester gas handling equipment and related 
equipment. Site access (driveway) location(s) and internal vehicular 
circulation routes may also be modified. 

 
• Sutter Facility Improvements. The existing parking lot is proposed to be 

rehabilitated and expanded within the current Facility boundary. The City 
also proposes to remove a number of currently vacant buildings on this site 
and to relocate an existing septic receiving station near the entrance of the 
Facility to improve customer access as well as to restrict traffic through the 
facility. 

  
Clarifications and Modifications to the DEIR 
The following clarifications and modifications to the DEIR are incorporated by 
reference into the DEIR document. 
 
1) EIR Summary Table has been revised to include Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

impacts and mitigation measures and to correct the status of Impact NOISE-2. See 
Attachment 2 of this document. 

 
2) Page 15, the typographic error on this page is changed from “f” to “if.” 
 
3) Page 36, Project Description, the DEIR describes proposed relocation of wastewater 

treatment equipment and facilities from the Sutter Facility to the Jennings Facility. 
City of Modesto has decided not to pursue relocation of equipment and facilities 
from the Sutter Facility to the Jennings Facility. Other improvements at the Sutter 
facility, including rehabilitation of the parking lot, removal of a number of older 
buildings on the site and relocation of a septic receiving station on the site. 
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4) Page 54, the typographic error shown on is corrected from “cops” to “crops.” 
 
5) Page 54, the typographic error shown is corrected from “he” to “the.” 

 
6) Page 64, the typographic error shown is corrected from “darns” to “dams.” 
 
7) Page 77, Hydrology & Water Quality—Mitigation Measure HYD-2 is deleted 

since no improvements are proposed at the Sutter Facility as part of this 
document. 

 
8) Page 100, Table 4.4-2 should be identified as “Appendix 8.3 Table.” 
 
9) Appendix 8.3 is hereby updated and revised as Attachment 3 to this 

document. 
 
10) No page, Table 7-1 from the City of Modesto Urban Area General Plan Final 

EIR is hereby included in the MEIR as Attachment 1 to this document. 
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Summary of DEIR Comment Letters 
Comment letters were received by the City of Dublin during the public comment period 
on the DSEIR from the following agencies, organizations and other interested parties. 
 
 
 

 Commenter Date 
  State Agencies  

1.1 State Clearinghouse 9/3/14 
1.2 Central Valley Flood Protection Board 8/5/14 
1.3 State Water Resources Control Board 8/6/14 
1.4 Department of Transportation 8/22/14 

   
  Local Agencies  
  None   
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Annotated Comment Letters and 
Responses 

 
 

(Note: The following comment letters are not paginated) 
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Letter 1.1: Office of Planning & Research, State Clearinghouse 

 
•  Comment: The State Clearinghouse acknowledges that the City of Modesto has 

complied with State Clearinghouse review requirements.  
 

 Response: Comment noted. No additional response is required. 
 

. 
 

 
Letter 1.2: Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
 

• Comment 1.2.1: The commenter notes that area covered by the MEIR is within or 
adjacent to the Tuolumne River and San Joaquin River. The Central Valley Flood 
Protection Board enforces Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations dealing 
with the construction, maintenance and protection of flood control facilities. 

 
Response: This comment is noted and no further response is required. 

 
• Comment 1.2.2: The commenter states that a Board permit is required for any 

work on land under Board jurisdiction, including but not limited to construction 
or reconstruction of or similar activities affecting levees, planning and 
maintenance of vegetation. Other local, federal and State agency permits may be 
required and are the responsibility of the applicant to obtain. 

 
Response: This comment is noted and no further response is required. 

 
• Comment 1.2.3: Board permit applications are found on the agency website. 
 

Response: This comment is noted and no further response is required. 
 

• Comment 1.2.4: The commenter notes that accumulation of woody vegetation 
may have negative impacts on channel capacity and may lead to overtopping or 
levee failure. The proposed project should include mitigation measures to avoid 
decreasing floodway channel capacity. Adverse hydraulic impacts of proposed 
encroachments could impede flood flows, reroute flood flows and increase 
sedimentation. The proposed project should include mitigation measures for 
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channel and levee improvements and maintenance to prevent and reduce 
hydraulic impacts. 

 
Response: This comment is noted. The commenter is advised that the City of 
Modesto currently operates an on-going levee and channel maintenance 
program to meet the concerns of decreasing channel capacity and other damage 
to levees and related improvements.  
 

Letter 1.3: State Water Resources Control Board 
 

• Comment 1.3.1: The commenter notes that the City may be pursuing financing 
for improvements pursuant to the Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund. 
Projects using this financing are subject to the Federal Endangered Species Act 
and must obtain clearance from the US Fish & Wildlife Service and other 
agencies with respect to affected special-status species. The commenter also notes 
that the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries Service will 
be contacted with respect to direct or indirect impacts to species In addition, 
projects using State Revolving Loan funding must comply with laws affecting 
cultural resources. The City will need to identify an Area of Potential Effect map 
showing the extent of any future construction activities. The commenter lists 
other environmental requirements for projects proposing to be fully or partially 
funded by the State Revolving Loan fund. 

 
 Response:  This comment is noted. The City is not currently proposing to use State 

Revolving Loan funds at this time. Future applications will comply with the 
requirements as outlined by the commenter. 

 
• Comment 1.3.2: The commenter requests that the typographic error on page 15 

be changed from “f” to “if.” 
 
 Response: This correction has been made as shown in the Corrections and 

Modifications section of the FEIR.  
 

• Comment 1.3.3: Page 28 shows that Impact NOISE-2 has a follow up mitigation 
measure but then states that “no mitigation is required.” Page 145 of DEIR states 
that Impact NOISE-2 is less-than-significant with adherence to existing City 
requirements. 

 
 Response: The analysis on Page 145 of the EIR is correct and the noise impact 

discussed in the EIR would be less-than-significant with adherence to standard 
City noise standards. 
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• Comment 1.3.4: The commenter requests that the typographic error shown on 
page 54 be corrected from “cops” to “crops.” 

 
 Response: This correction has been made as shown in the Corrections and 

Modifications section of the FEIR. 
 
• Comment 1.3.5: The commenter requests that the typographic error shown on 

page 54 be corrected from “he” to “the.” 
 
 Response: This correction has been made as shown in the Corrections and 

Modifications section of the FEIR. 
 
• Comment 1.3.6: The commenter requests that the typographic error shown on 

page 64 be corrected from “darns” to “dams.” 
 
 Response: This correction has been made as shown in the Corrections and 

Modifications section of the FEIR. 
 
• Comment 1.3.7: The commenter requests that new site biological surveys be 

completed for projects submitted to the State Water Board for financing of 
specific projects.  

 
 Response: Additional site surveys will be completed by the City of Modesto for 

any future projects submitted for State Water Board as part of financing requests. 
Future surveys will be consistent with Water Board requirements. 

 
• Comment 1.3.8: The commenter requests that additional detail for the following 

species identified in Appendix Table 8.3: horned lizard, San Joaquin whipsnake, 
California legless lizard, mountain plover, black tern, yellow warbler, bald eagle 
and yellow breasted chat. These species are missing from the table named 
“Federally-listed Species With Low or No Potential to Occur.” 

 
 Response: The species identified by the commenter are state-listed species, not 

federally listed under the Endangered Species Act. Mitigation measures included 
in the DEIR are anticipated to be adequate to ensure protection for these species 
in the unlikely event they are found to exist on one or more of the future 
individual project sites. 

 
• Comment 1.3.9: Page 100 mentions Table 4.1-1. Please identify where this table 

exists. 
 
 Response: This table should be identified as “Appendix 8.3 Table.” This is 

included in the Corrections and Modifications section of this Final Master EIR. 
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• Comment 1.3.10: The commenter notes Table 7-1 contained in the Urban Area 

General Plan Final EIR lists protection measures for wildlife and plant habitats. 
This table should be included in the EIR. 

 
 Response: Table 7-1 is attached to this Final EIR as Attachment 1. 
 
• Comment 1.3.11: The commenter notes that Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

impacts and associated mitigation measures are not included in the DEIR 
summary table. 

 
 Response: See Revised Table 2.1 attached to this document as Attachment 2 and 

referenced in the Corrections and Modifications section. 
 
• Comment 1.3.12: The commenter references a letter from the Native American 

Heritage Commission. It is important that the City adopt procedures consistent 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act to determine if the 
project has the potential to significantly impact a historic resource. If the City 
requests State Revolving Loan funding for specific projects, a cultural resources 
report will be required 

 
 Response: This comment is noted. If the City requests State Revolving Loan 

funding for specific projects in the future, a cultural resources report will be 
prepared at that time. 

 
• Comment 1.3.13: The commenter requests that the meaning of he symbol “WL” 

found on page 171 of the DEIR. 
 
 Response: The code “WL” means Wait-Listed. 
 
• Comment 1.3.14: On page 171, on Appendix 8.3, the references to recommended 

mitigation measures do not match the text of the body of the EIR. 
 
 Response: The commenter is correct, in preparing the text of the DEIR, the 

numbering of biological impacts and mitigation measures were changed. The 
intent of the table in Appendix 8.3 was merely to list potentially occurring 
biological species in and adjacent to the project area. The table has been revised 
and is included as Attachment 3 of this document. 

 
• Comment 1.3.15: The commenter requests one copy of the Draft and Final EIRs, a 

copy of the Resolution certifying the EIR and the MMRP, all comments received 
during the comment period and responses and a copy of the Notice of 
Determination. 
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 Response: This request has been referred to the City of Modesto Utility 

Department for appropriate action. 
 
 
Letter 1.4: State Department of Transportation 
 

• Comment 1.4.1: The commenter notes that any project improvements that would 
impact or encroach onto a State Highway will require additional Caltrans review 
through the Intergovernmental Review process. 

 
 Response:  This comment is noted. Projects identified in the MEIR would not 

impact State Highways or encroach into a state right-of-way. However, if such 
impacts or encroachments would occur in the future, Caltrans will be contacted 
for required additional review. 

 
• Comment 1.4.2: The commenter notes that  if any construction activities will 

encroach into a state right-of-way an encroachment permit must be obtained 
from Caltrans. 

 
Response:  The commenter is directed to the Response to Comment 1.4.1. 
 
• Comment 1.4.3: If the proposed site is to be graded, a hydrology and hydraulic 

study will be required to determine if grading would divert drainage from the 
project site and increase runoff onto a State facility. All studies must include 
hydraulic calculations as well as affected drainage inlets and the amount of flow 
being intercepted. 

 
 Response:  This comment is noted. If grading and stormwater runoff from future 

wastewater projects will affect State facilities, appropriate drainage studies will 
be prepared and submitted to Caltrans. 
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Attachment 1- 
Urban Area General Plan Table 7.1 
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Attachment 2- 
Revised MEIR Summary Table 
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Attachment 3- 
Revised Appendix 8.3 Biological Species Table 
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Attachment 4- 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

 










































	Introduction
	Clarifications and Modifications to the DEIR
	Summary of DEIR Comment Letters
	Annotated Comment Letters and Responses

	Commenter
	Letter 1.1: Office of Planning & Research, State Clearinghouse
	•  Comment: The State Clearinghouse acknowledges that the City of Modesto has complied with State Clearinghouse review requirements.
	Response: Comment noted. No additional response is required.
	.

	Modesto MEIR cover updated.pdf
	Mod.Wastewater.FEIR.11.3.14.pdf
	Introduction
	Clarifications and Modifications to the DEIR
	Summary of DEIR Comment Letters
	Annotated Comment Letters and Responses

	Commenter
	Letter 1.1: Office of Planning & Research, State Clearinghouse
	•  Comment: The State Clearinghouse acknowledges that the City of Modesto has complied with State Clearinghouse review requirements.
	Response: Comment noted. No additional response is required.
	.






